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READING (20 points)

Comics

Comics have been a popular way of telling stories for a very long time. But do you know how long? 

About 20,000 years ago, people wanted to tell stories, but they couldn’t read or write. So they drew pictures on the walls of their caves. These pictures told stories like modern comics, but without any words. 

Then, hundred of years ago, people started using boxes with words in them to show what the characters in pictures were saying. In 1895, an American artist, R. F. Outcault, drew a comic with a speech bubble. He named his comic the Yellow Kid and it started appearing in the new York World newspaper. People loved the comic and more newspapers were sold because of it. After that, other artists copied Outcault’s idea and made longer comics telling stories in pictures and words.

In the 20th century, comics became very popular and started appearing in books, magazines and newspapers everywhere. Today, there are funny comics, such as Grafield, and adventures comics, such as Tarzan. And of course, there are comics about popular superheroes, such as Superman, that people of all ages enjoy reading. 

A- Write TRUE OR FALSE and support your answer with the evidence from the text (2 points each)
1. 20,000 years ago people wrote stories.

2. After 1895 many readers bought the newspapers because of Outcault’s invention.

3. After Outcault, many artists copied his stories.

4. Comics started to be popular nowadays.

B.- Answer the questions using your OWN WORDS (3 points each)
1. Why did people tell stories in pictures 20,000 years ago?

2. How did people know what characters were saying hundreds of years ago?

3. Why is R. E. Outcault important in the history of comics?

4. How do you know that The Yellow Kid was popular?

GRAMMAR (30 points)

1.- Write the suitable questions for the underlined words (1 point each)
1.- They saw some kangaroos jumping in the garden.
2.- We were talking to the headmaster about the problem
3.- My little son prefers to watch TV in the evenings
4.- NASA has been launching rockets to outer space for 30 years.
5.- Ann told me that the party would be at 6.
6.- I met James at the park.
7.- I had drunk a glass of wine.
8.- Everybody is worried about the environment.
9.- The new Euro coins came into circulation in January
10.- That is my mother’s new coat
2.- Complete the gaps with the correct form of the verbs in brackets (1 point per a complete right sentence)
1.-Jim__________(go out) ten minutes ago when I______________(finish) a letter.

2.- Our friend’s baby_______(not / cry) every night, but yesterday he______(fall) from the bed.

3.- Your bag was too heavy. Why_____________(your friend/ not/ carry) it to help you? 
4.- Our teacher never_____________(practise) climbing because it’s extremely dangerous.

5.- She_________________(no/take) her son on her arms now because he_________(break) a leg last Saturday.

6.- Some students_______________(not play) in the champioship last Friday.

7.- At the moment Jeremey______________(look for) the book he __________(lose) yesterday. 

8.- The clothes never ___________________(reach) the shops last year.
9.- A: Ann is in hospital.   B: Yes, I know. She__________________the stage two weeks ago. (fall off)

10.- There were lots of clouds in the sky yesterday, but it___________(not rain) in the end.

3.- Write the suitable questions for the underlined words (1 point each)
1. The baker used to bake the bread before going to bed.

2. Jennifer fries as many eggs as she can because she is a hardworking cook.
3. I studied English in London two years ago.
4. Peter feels more comfortable in jeans
5. Good energy means we live in harmony with nature.
6. Important hunters had bigger and better necklaces. 
7. It took three hours to do the exam yesterday.
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